Essay Guidelines

In order to help you organize your notes before you start your rough draft, you need to create an outline.  Here are some guidelines that will make this process easier.

Name:______________________________Topic:___________________________
	Outline
	Guideline

	Introduction


	Introduction

· mention the topic (eg. the plight of whales)

· mention all subtopics used in the body

· mention the subtopics in the same order that they appear in the body

	Body

Paragraph 1: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Body

· follow the outline

· include all subtopics mentioned in the introduction

· have details that support each main idea

· have smooth transitions from one topic to another

· state information in own words or use quote marks when appropriate with: (Ward, 1988)

	Conclusion


	Conclusion

· restate the main idea

· summarize the introduction


You will be required to hand in this sheet with your essay.  Part of your grade for this essay will be based on the criteria listed in the column on the right.  You will also be graded on the research and notes, so all prewriting will be handed in with your essay as well.


[image: image1.jpg]#TAKE A STAND




Name:



Hr:
Directions: Create a thesis statement for the following writing prompt topic. You can take any position but remember: It must be an debatable, narrowed/specific, and strong!

Prompt:

Words that can start your thesis:
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Name:



Hr:

Directions: Create a thesis statement for the following writing prompt topic. You can take any position but remember: It must be an debatable, narrowed/specific, and strong!

Prompt:

Words that can start your thesis:


Prompts:

Lowering the voting age

Banning books

College should be free for people with good grades

Teenagers should be able to drive at 14

Cell phones allowed in schools

Is technology hurting humans?

Schools should allow for students to travel to other countries

Extending the school year from 10 months to 12 months (but 4 days school week)

Banning soda?

Guns should be banned

Schools should ban animal dissection

Violent video games should be banned

Schools should reduce electives

ALS challenge was just a fad

Forsythe school lunch time is too short
Parents should be required to take a test before the have babies

Facebook should be more strict on cyberbullying

Star student should be based on________

Students should give report cards to teachers
Students should be forced to learn another language from elementary school

Cloning should be allowed

Security cameras 

All schools need to require teaching music and art

Is eating meat ethical

Banning cigarettes?







Even though     Before    If             As long as             Wherever


While		As             Whenever     As soon as        After


Although         Until	      When           Even though


Since		Though     As long as    Unless





Even though     Before    If             As long as             Wherever


While		As             Whenever     As soon as        After


Although         Until	      When           Even though


Since		Though     As long as    Unless








